
439

Federal Communications Commission § 90.315

(b) [Reserved] 

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 44 
FR 49692, Aug. 24, 1979; 51 FR 4362, Feb. 4, 
1986; 60 FR 37272, July 19, 1995; 62 FR 2041, 
Jan. 15, 1997; 62 FR 18932, Apr. 17, 1997; 64 FR 
36270, July 6, 1999]

§ 90.313 Frequency loading criteria. 
(a) Except as provided for in para-

graph (b) of this section, the maximum 
channel loading on frequencies in the 
470–512 MHz band is as follows: 

(1) 50 units for systems eligible in the 
Public Safety Pool (see § 90.20(a)). 

(2) 90 units for systems eligible in the 
Industrial/Business Pool (see § 90.35(a)). 

(b) If a licensee has exclusive use of a 
frequency, then the loading standards 
in paragraph (a) of this section, may be 
exceeded. If it is a shared channel, the 
loading standards can be exceeded upon 
submission of a signed statement by all 
those sharing the channel agreeing to 
the increase. 

(c) A unit is defined as a mobile 
transmitter-receiver. Loading stand-
ards will be applied in terms of the 
number of units actually in use or to 
be placed in use within 8 months fol-
lowing authorization. A licensee will be 
required to show that an assigned fre-
quency pair is at full capacity before it 
may be assigned a second or additional 
frequency pair. Channel capacity may 
be reached either by the requirements 
of a single licensee or by several users 
sharing a channel. Until a channel is 
loaded to capacity it will be available 
for assignment to other users in the 
same area. A frequency pair may be re-
assigned at distances 64 km. (40 mi.), 32 
km. (20 mi.) for Channel 15, Chicago; 
Channel 20, Philadelphia; and Channel 
17, Washington, or more from the loca-
tion of base stations authorized on that 
pair without reference to loading at 
the point of original installation. Fol-
lowing authorization, the licensee shall 
notify the Commission either during or 
at the close of the 8 month period of 
the number of units in operation. In 
the Industrial Radio Services, if the 
base station facility is to be used by 
more than a single licensee, the fre-
quency assigned to it will not be reas-
signed for use by another facility with-
in 64 km. (40 mi.) or 32 km. (20 mi.) 
where applicable for a period of 12 
months, Provided, That the facility is 

constructed within 90 days from the 
date of the first grant, meets the load-
ing standards to at least 50 percent 
within 9 months, and meets all loading 
standards within 12 months. 

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 47 
FR 36649, Aug. 23, 1982; 62 FR 18933, Apr. 17, 
1997]

§ 90.315 Special provisions governing 
use of frequencies in the 476–494 
MHz band (TV Channels 15, 16, 17) 
in the Southern Louisiana-Texas 
Offshore Zone. 

(a) The frequency bands from 490–491 
and 493–494 MHz will be available for 
assignment to stations governed by 
this part within Zone A. The bound-
aries of Zone A are from longitude 
87°45′ on the east to longitude 94°00′ on 
the west, and from the 3-mile limit 
along the Gulf of Mexico shoreline on 
the north to the limit of the Outer 
Continental Shelf on the south. The 
frequency bands from 484–485 and 476–
488 MHz will be available for assign-
ment to stations governed by this part 
within Zone B. The boundaries of Zone 
B are from longitude 87°45′ on the east 
to longitude 95°00′ on the west and from 
the 3-mile limit along the Gulf of Mex-
ico shoreline on the north to the limit 
of the Outer Continental Shelf on the 
south. The frequency bands from 478–
479 and 481–481 MHz will be available 
for assignment to stations governed by 
this part within Zone C. The bound-
aries of Zone C are from longitude 
94°00′ on the east, the 3-mile limit on 
the north and west, a 281 km (175 mile) 
radius from the reference point at 
Linares, N.L., Mexico on the south-
west, latitude 26°00′ on the south, and 
the limits of the Outer Continental 
Shelf on the southeast. These fre-
quencies may also be assigned to fixed 
stations located on shore designed to 
provide communications service within 
the zone. 

(b) Offshore base/mobile, and offshore 
and shore fixed stations may be au-
thorized. 

(c) F2, F3, F4, F9, and A2, A3, A4, and 
A9 emissions may be authorized. 

(d) Offshore stations shall afford co-
channel protection to TV stations on 
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